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STUDENTS IN NEED — TEACHER SUPPORT 

160. Ms S.E. WINTON to the Premier: 

What is this government doing to support our teachers who support students in need, and to reverse the cuts by the 
previous Liberal–National government?  

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Thank you to the member for Wanneroo, who is an accomplished educator and former head girl of 
Wanneroo Senior High School, and a very, very fine representative for Wanneroo. 

I am pleased to say that yesterday the Minister for Education and I announced that we are delivering on an election 
commitment of 300 additional education assistants into schools across Western Australia and an additional 
50 Aboriginal and Islander education officers. That is in total 350 education assistants who will be entirely devoted 
to the early years, from K–2, to assist teachers in the classroom with students who might have literacy and 
numeracy difficulties, English as a second language or a disability. It means that across schools in 
Western Australia—238 to be precise—there will be additional education assistants in schools such as Hocking, 
Mirrabooka, Adam Road, Dalyellup, Bicton and Marri Grove Primary Schools, all of which lost education 
assistants under the former government. We are delivering on our commitment to ensure that young people across 
Western Australia have the best opportunity for a decent life, provided by a good education. I note, contrary to 
some figures provided to me this morning, that in 2012–13 the Western Australian public education system had 
an average of one education assistant per 37 students. By 2015–16, under the former government, it was one 
education assistant to every 42 students. In other words, the ratio of education assistants got significantly worse, 
and it was quite high at one EA per 42 students. We are redressing the balance to make sure that kids, at the earliest 
stages of their learning, have support, particularly those in disadvantaged schools and particularly for those who 
need it, and this will provide support to teachers in the classroom, which is what we all should aspire to. 
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